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• Seems bright, highly intelligent, and articulate but unable to read, write, or spell at 
grade level 

 
• Easily frustrated and emotional about school, reading, or testing 
 
• Feels dumb, has poor self-esteem, and/or hides or covers up weaknesses (e.g., acts 

out in class with negative behaviors or is the class clown) 
 
• Seems to "zone out" or daydream often 
 
• Tests well orally but not in written format 
 
See Table 3-1 for possible indicators of LD by age group and Exhibit 3-2 for other 
possible indicators of LD. 
 

A
POSSIBLE INDICATORS OF A LEARNING DISABILITY BY AGE GROUP 

GRADES 5-8 HIGH SCHOOL AND ADULTS 

Avoids reading aloud Avoids reading and writing 

Avoids writing compositions Difficulty adjusting to new settings, making 
transitions 

Difficulty making friends Difficulty summarizing, generalizing, and grasping 
abstract concepts 

Difficulty with word problems in math Misreads information 

Poor recall of facts 
Pays too little attention to details or focuses on 
them too much 

Problems understanding body language, facial 
expressions, and personal space 

Problems with open-ended questions on tests 

Problems with handwriting Spells incorrectly; frequently spells the same word 
differently in a single piece of writing 

Problems with sequenced actions Weak memory skills 

Slow to learn prefixes, suffixes, root words, and 
other reading strategies 

Works slowly 

 
When considering symptoms related to LD, remember:20 
 
• No one has all of the symptoms. 
 
• Some symptoms are more common than others. 
 
• Everyone has at least two or three LD symptoms to some degree.  

                                                 
20 Lavoie, Richard, “What are the Early Warning Signs of Learning Disabilities?” Excerpted from the 
Teacher's Guide, Last One Picked ... First One Picked On, 1994; Retrieved November 2001:  
http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/general_info/lavoie_early.html.  


