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Youth Advisory Committee for the 
National Council on Disability
Assistive Technology

FACT SHEET
Windows Edition
The Youth Advisory Committee educates youth with disabilities and service providers on ways youth can become more independent. This Fact Sheet provides information on some basic accessibility features that are available on Windows based computer systems. Also included is an example of basic free accessible software that can be downloaded to assist youth with disabilities. The information in this fact sheet provides examples of the many programs available to youth with disabilities that can benefit youth in general. The Youth Advisory Committee does not endorse any of the identified programs/software. Note also that not all of these features are available on all Windows versions.
Built-In Accessibility Features already available in Windows from your START menu:
· Options found by clicking on Start – Programs – Accessories – Accessibility
· Windows 98 and higher has the option of an “on-screen magnifier”
· Windows 2000 and higher has the following two options available
· “Narrator” (This announces on-screen items and can read text)

· “On-Screen Keyboard” (Allows users to use alternative pointing devices other than the computer keyboard)
· Options found by clicking Start – Control Panel – Accessibility Options
· There are 4 tabs which have options: Keyboard, Sound, Display, and Mouse. 

· Options under Keyboard:

· “Sticky Keys” (Allows you to use hotkeys one at a time. This allows you to push CTRL, then P, to print a document. You would not have to push them at the same time)
· “Filter Keys” (Tells the computer to ignore repeated keystrokes so that there is a time delay before it recognizes the next key)

· “Toggle Keys” (Allows a tone/noise to be heard when a key such as CAPS LOCK, NUM LOCK, or SCROLL LOCK are pushed)

· Options under Sound:
· “Sound Sentry” (Visual warnings when your system makes a sound)
· “Show Sounds” (Tells programs to display captions for the speech and sounds that they make)

· Options under Display:
· “High Contrast” (Uses colors and fonts that can be easier to read)
· “Cursor Options” (Adjusts the speed and width of the cursor)

· Options under Mouse:
· “Mouse Keys” (Allows you to control the mouse pointer with the numeric keypad on your keyboard)
· Options found by clicking Start – Control Panel – Hardware – Mouse
· Options under Buttons
· “Click Lock” (Allows for a user to highlight and drag objects without holding down a mouse or trackball button)
· Options under Pointer Options
· “Visibility” (Allows for a mouse trailer or for a target to be placed around the mouse on the screen) 
· Speech Recognition (Need Windows XP and Office 2003)

· The application is found under the Tools menu in the Microsoft Office applications.

· This allows for the user to use speech input. The user must be willing to train the computer to the user’s voice and this requires setup during installation.
Third-Party Freeware

· Adobe Reader

www.adobe.com
This is free downloadable software that allows a user to enlarge documents in a Portable Document Format (PDF). The newest version will allow for some PDF documents to be read out loud by the computer similar to screen readers. (Requires Windows 98, 2000, Me or XP.)
· Virtual Magnifying Glass 3.2
http://magnifier.sourceforge.net
This is a free downloadable screen magnifier which allows for the mouse pointer to become a magnifier. Once this program is downloaded, the shortcut is docked in the lower right toolbar. The magnifier starts working after you click on the symbol. If you left click on the mouse allows the magnifier goes back to the toolbar. Right clicking on the toolbar locates customizable options available to you. (Requires Windows 95, 98, NT4, 2000, Me, or XP.)
· ReadPlease 2003
www.readplease.com
This is a free downloadable screen reader program. It reads any text that you have on your screen. It is a basic text-to-speech reader. There are also some free voices that you can download to have more options. (Requires Windows 95, 98, ME, NT, 2000, or XP.)
· Web Talkster

www.freebstuff.com
This is a free downloadable program that can be placed on your desktop. This program is found under the download section of the website and becomes a “talking web browser” for your computer. (Requires Windows 98, Me, 2000, NT4+, or XP.)
** This fact sheet information was gathered and developed by the Youth Advisory Committee for the National Council on Disability (2006) in collaboration with Mr. Jeff Sykes, Assistive Technology Coordinator for Grand Valley State University, Allendale, Michigan. Information for this Fact Sheet was also taken from Windows definitions. Email the YAC at youth@ncd.gov. [image: image1.jpg]
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