SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
During your externship/practicum, you are likely to become one of the first people to learn of a significant event involving a student.  Examples of this include:

· A student reports having been raped over the past weekend

· A student reports being at risk for suicide

· A student is clearly at risk to harm someone else

· A student tells you she took a home pregnancy test that is positive

· A student tells you that a staff person approached him/her inappropriately

There are many other possibilities that are too numerous to mention.  Externs/Practicum students need to ask themselves, “Is this a significant event that may need attention?” in hearing new information that might have an important impact on the student or others on center.

The first thing to do is to contact your supervisor.  If the student is at risk and in your office, have the student remain in your office as you call your supervisor.  If you cannot reach your supervisor immediately, be sure to have another staff person be with the student as you take steps.  In many cases, the actions which need to be taken are generally taken by other staff (e.g., Health & Wellness, Security), not the extern.  Your job is to arrange for a smooth and safe “hand-off” that protects the student and others.

Many situations are governed by the Center’s Operating Procedures (COPs), which are available to all staff.  Some of the more relevant Cop’s can be obtained from your supervisor. In addition, the entire subject of Significant Events is an important theme to discuss in an early supervision session.   
