TREATMENT GUIDELINES FOR HEALTH STAFF

avulsed tooth 

Authorized health and wellness staff may treat an avulsed tooth as follows:

1. Handle the tooth by its crown at all times.  Never touch the periodontal root ligament.

2. Place the tooth in a physiologic solution such as milk or 0.9% normal saline solution (plain water should be avoided).   

3. Evaluate the student for any attendant medical problems.

4. Check the tooth socket for gross contamination.  If the tooth socket has been grossly contaminated by dirt or other debris, contact the center physician regarding tetanus-diphtheria booster immunization and antibiotics.

5. If the tooth socket is bleeding excessively, take measures to stop the bleeding.   

WHEN TO REFER TO THE CENTER DENTIST

Immediately—If the student is transported to the dentist within 30 minutes after the tooth avulsed, there is a 90 percent chance that the tooth can be successfully reimplanted.
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